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OFFICE ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to communications: Amendment, filed on 12/02/2004. 

2. Claims 1-51 are presented for examination. In amendment B, filed on 12/02/2004: 
claims 21, 51 are amended. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5 1 have been considered but are moot in view of 
the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112, second paragraph 

Claims 34-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention, 
a. The following terms lack antecedent basis: 

i. the at least one computer readable product - claim 34, 42, 43, 46, 47, 49, 50, 5 1 . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who has 
fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this title before the invention thereof by 
the applicant for patent 

4. Claims 1-8, 10-13, 19-28, 34-41, 43-45, 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by "Evite Tour", Evite, March 200 1 . 
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5. As per claim 1, Evite teaches a method for provisioning services within a computer network, 
the method comprising: 

receiving an offer pertaining to a service, the offer being created by a provider and transmitted from a 
first device to a second device within the computer network (pg 1, Fig 1, item 1, wherein the offer is 
geared to a dinner appointment); 

receiving identifying information regarding one or more invitees to be invited to access the service of 
the offer, the one or more invitees being transmitted from the first device to the second device (pg 1, item 
3, wherein the invitees are notified via email); and 

in response to receipt of the offer and the identifying information regarding the one or more invitees, 
providing an invitation to each of the one or more invitees to access the service of the offer based on the 
received identifying information (pg 1, item 3, wherein the Evite service will send invitations to the end 
users after receiving identifying information i.e. recipient's email addresses). 

6. As per claim 2, Evite teaches a method as recited in claim 1, wherein the invitation is 
provided in the form of an email (pg 1). 

7. As per claim 3, Evite teaches a method as recited in claim 1, wherein the invitation is 
provided in the form of a message (pg 1, wherein the invitation message is in a form of a message to the 
recipient) or an FTP (file transfer protocol) drop. 

8. As per claim 4, Evite teaches a method as recited in claim 1, further comprising: 
providing a unique URL address (Uniform Resource Locator) for each one or more invitees; and 
providing the corresponding URL address in the each invitation to each invitee, wherein the URL 

address points to one or more web pages which allows the each invitee to register identifying information 
and accept terms for the offer (pg 1, item 2, 3, wherein the recipient has the option of responding and 
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posting via the Evite website, URL here is inherent, Evite message system is a web service and this 
service is done through a series of URL links). 

9. As per claim 5 5 Evite teaches a method as recited in claim 4, wherein the unique URL address 
is provided to the provider (wherein the inviter initiated an event on Evite messaging system) by a 
provisioning service implemented on the second device (wherein the second device is the Evite server), 
and wherein the provider sends the each invitation to each of the one or more invitees (pg 1, items 2-3, 
wherein the event notification are being sent to the selected recipients). 

10. As per claim 6, claim 6 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 5 above. 

11. As per claim 7, Evite teaches a method as recited in claim 1, further comprising storing the 
offer and its associated one or more invitees (pg 1, item 3, wherein the Evite system keep a log of all the 
messages and responses). 

12. As per claim 8, Evite teaches a method as recited in claim 7, wherein the offer and its 
associated one or more invitees are only stored when the provider is authorized to create the offer, and 
wherein the invitation is only provided to the one or more each invitees when the provider is authorized to 
create the offer (pg 9, wherein the authorization takes place prior to creation of an event). 

13. As per claim 10, Evite teaches a method as recited in claim 1, further comprising presenting a 
registration input form to a first invitee of the one or more invitees for the offer when the first invitee 
accesses the invitation (pg 1, items 2, 3, wherein the invitee has the option to register and attend the 
event). 

14. As per claim 1 1 Evite teaches a method as recited in claim 10, wherein the identifying 
information received for the first invitee is pre-filled into the presented registration form (pg 1, item 2). 
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15. As per claim 12, Evite teaches a method as recited in claim 10, wherein the invitation to the 
each one or more invitees further allows the each one or more invitees to accept the invitation (pg 1 5 item 

16. As per claim 13, Evite teaches a method as recited in claim 12, further comprising presenting 
an acceptance link to the first invitee when the invitee submits the registration form with identifying 
information (pg 1, item 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

17. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such 
that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in 
which the invention was made. 

18. Claims 9, 18,33,42,51, 14,29,47, 15,30,48, 16,31,49, 17, 32, 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over "Evite Tour", Evite, March 2001, in view of "Coblist:-Cob: Welcome 
to my photo album!", hereinafter Coblist, September 2000. 

19. As per claim 9, Evite does not explicitly teach a method as recited in claim 8, further comprising 
sending an error message to the provider when the provider is not authorized to create the offer, however, 
it is well known to have response to an incorrect login, Evite describe a login in pg 9, it would have been 
obvious to have an error message send to the provider when the provider is not authorized to send 
messages because it would inform access has been denied. 
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20. As per claim 1 8, Evite does not explicitly teaches a method as recited in claim 9, wherein the 
registration form is presented to the first invitee by presenting an invitation page having a registration 
link, the method further comprising: 

presenting an option link in the invitation page, wherein the option can be accessed by invitees which 
have already registered; 

presenting the acceptance link to the first invitee when the invitee selects the option link and the first 
invitee is already registered; 

presenting an acceptance link to the first invitee when the invitee submits- the registration form with 
identifying information. 

In a similar system, Coblist teaches of using ofoto.com. Ofoto is a photo album sharing service over the 
internet, allowing other users to view the photo album and print photos off of the albums. Within the 
disclosure, Coblist discussed login or an registration with Ofoto network is required in order to have 
access to viewing of the albums. Thus, a initial registration or login is required to gain access to the 
photos on the Ofoto server, this is done in order to promote security on the service, allowing only the 
registered users to have access to private photo album, further, this step is done in order to promote the 
customer base for Ofoto online photo album service, the Ofoto membership increases as additional people 
registers for the service (see for example, pg 1 , middle paragraph, "its sasy to view. . . . Login and 
password). 

Hence, it would have been obvious to the person ordinary skilled in the art to have used secure logon in 
order to promote customer base and ensure information security on the internet. 

21. As per claim 33, 5 1, claim 33, 5 1 are rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 1 8 above. 

22. As per claim 42, claim 42 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 9 above. 

23. As per claim 14, Evite does not explicitly teach a method as recited in claim 12, further 
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comprising: 

setting up permissions between the first invitee and the service when the first invitee registers and 
accepts the offer. 

In a similar system, Coblist teaches of using ofoto.com. Ofoto is a photo album sharing service over the 
internet, allowing other users to view the photo album and print photos off of the albums. Within the 
disclosure, Coblist discussed login is required in order to have access to viewing of the albums. Thus, a 
initial registration or login is required to gain access to the photos on the Ofoto server, this is done in 
order to promote security on the service, allowing only the registered users to have access to private photo 
album, further, this is done in order to promote the customer base for Ofoto online photo album service, 
the Ofoto membership increases as additional people registers for the service (see for example, pg 1, 
middle paragraph, "its easy to view... . Login and password). 

Hence, it would have been obvious to the person ordinary skilled in the art to have used secure logon in 
order to promote customer base and ensure information security on the internet. 

24. As per claims 29, 47, claims 29, 47 are rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 14 
above. 

25. As per claim 15, Evite does not explicitly teach: 

wherein permissions are not setup when the first invitee is not authorized to accept the offer. 
In a similar system, Coblist teaches of using ofoto.com. Ofoto is a photo album sharing service over the 
internet, allowing other users to view the photo album and print photos off of the albums. Within the 
disclosure, Coblist discussed login is required in order to have access to viewing of the albums. Thus, a 
initial registration or login is required to gain access to the photos on the Ofoto server, this is done in 
order to promote security on the service, allowing only the registered users to have access to private photo 
album, further, this is done in order to promote the customer base for Ofoto online photo album service, 
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the Ofoto membership increases as additional people registers for the service (see for example, pg 1 5 
middle paragraph, "its easy to view... . Login and password). 

Hence, it would have been obvious to the person ordinary skilled in the art to have used secure logon in 
order to promote customer base and ensure information security on the internet. 

26. As per claims 30, 48, claims 30, 48 are rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 15 
above. 

27. As per claim 16, Evite teaches a method as recited in claim 12, further comprising: 

when the first invitee accepts the first offer, storing an indicator that the first invitee accepted the 
offer (pg 1, items 1-3, wherein the accepted offer message are displayed); 

when the first invitee does not accept the offer, storing an indicator that the first invitee did not accept 
the offer (pg 1, item 2); 

when the first invitee registers, storing an indicator regarding the registration (pg 1, item 2, 3); and 
when the first invitee does not register, storing an indicator that the first invitee did not register 
(pg 1, item 3). 

Evite does not explicitly teach: 

the date of such acceptance and registration. 
However, Evite does teach of an email RSVP, in a similar system, Coblist discloses a date sent along with 
an email message, see for example, top of pg 1 . This is commonly done in the art in order to achieve 
identification purposes as to find out who sent the message and when the message was sent 
Hence, it would have been obvious to the person ordinary skilled in the art to have used date information 
with email responses in order to find out information about the sender and the time the message was sent. 

28. As per claims 3 1, 49, claims 3 1, 49 are rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 16 
above. 
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29. As per claim 17, combination of Evite and Coblist teaches providing the indicator regarding the 
acceptance (taught in Evite), the date of acceptance by the first invitee (see claim 16), and the indicator 
regarding registration to provider when the provider queries regarding the first invitee or the offer 
(Coblist middle of pg 1, wherein the invitee is queried to register and logon, note, the same rational 
applies for the combination as disclosed in claim 15-16 above.). 

30. As per claim 32, 50, claims 32, 50 are rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 17 
above. 

Conclusion 

30. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
The following patents and publications are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
"Apparatus And Methods For Provisioning Services". 

Kikuchi et al. 
Wang 
Wang 
Sensel et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Chad Zhong whose telephone number is (571)272-3946. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F 7:15 to 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
BURGESS, GLENTON B can be reached on (571)272-3949. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



i. US 6529489 

ii. US 5255389 

iii. US 5333312 

iv. US 6091714 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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May 24, 2005 



